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thousand works published on an average yearly, not more than a
thousand were registered at Stationers' Hall.
A further surprise awaited the publishers. Only such works as
were first published, or reprinted with substantial additions,
were required to be registered and copies deposited under the
previous acts. In the Bill which became the Act of 1814 this re-
quirement was again stated. On a subsequent recommitment,
however, which took place between ten and twelve o'clock at
night on 12 July 1814, the word "first" in the second clause was
deleted as being mere redundancy. It was urged that the clause
mentioning second and later editions provided against claims
being made for any other editions but the first. But, soon after
the passing of the Act, the libraries began to demand eleven
copies of the reprints of several large and very expensive sub-
scription publications of ancient English literature then in course
of publication, works of which the original copyright had long
expired. So astounded were the publishers at these demands that
they refused to submit to them until they had taken a legal
opinion on the matter. But it was found that the Act, as worded,
could not be resisted without incurring the penalties attached.
They were therefore obliged either to submit copies of these
expensive works or otherwise to abandon their publication.1
This circumstance renewed the embittered controversy be-
tween the publishers and the library authorities. On 24 March 1817
the publishing firm of Messrs Lackington sent a pitiful letter to
Sir Egerton Brydges, whom they knew to be interested in the
subject, complaining of the gross injustice which the tax imposed
upon them in the case of these expensive subscription wo As.2
Sir Egerton Brydges, who personally felt the burden of the tax,
for he printed many curious and costly works at his private press
at Lee Priory, Kent, took up the matter in the defence of the
publishers. He published a pamphlet* giving his views on the
legal deposit question. In this work Brydges argued that the in-
discriminate claiming of copies of everything published would
eventually impose new burdens, in the form of extra buildings,
bindings and salaries, upon bodies who made poverty the plea
1 E. Brydges, Reasons f&r a Further Amendment, 1817, pp. 22-3.
1 See Letter post, pp. 311-13.
* E. Brydges, Reasons for a Further Amendment of the Act of 54 Gco, III,
c. 156,1817.
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